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American Kennel Club, Inc. 

MEETING of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AKC Offices at 101 Park Avenue, New York, NY  

August 12-13, 2024 

 

The Board convened on Monday, August 12, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time. 

 

Tom Powers was unable to attend the meeting. All other Directors were present in the New York 

office except for Ms. Biddle, who participated via video conference. The Executive Secretary was 

also present. 

 

Copies of the July 8-9, 2024, Board Meeting minutes had previously been provided to all Directors 

for review. Upon a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, seconded by Dr. Battaglia, the Board voted to 

approve the July 2024 Board Meeting minutes. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss business matters. Nothing was reported out of this 

session. 

       

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Mr. Sprung reported on registration through July. Litters are down 6 % to budget, and individual dog 

registrations are down 12%. There is a worldwide slump in dog and pet acquisition and the sale of 

related products. This is evident from the talks with the UK, Canada, Mexico, the WPA and APPA 

trade organizations, and major manufacturers.  

 

The number of Events through June has increased by 11% or 1,472 year over year. Through June, 

there were 14,675 events across sports. Conformation events are led by Specialties and NOHS, 

followed by Fast CAT®, Scent Work, and Agility. Also, the new Fetch was held 576 times with over 

12,000 entries.  

 

Entries are up 4%, or 67,610, totaling 1,894,320 through the end of June.  

 

Leading the entry growth is Agility, which increased by 22,830, Fast CAT® by 21,042, Scent Work 

by 16,216, and Rally by 9,421. 

 

Mr. Sprung has asked Staff to research new revenue initiatives that will be incorporated into the 

2025 proposed budget. 

 

Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, joined the meeting and was present for its remainder.  

 

Legal Update 

The Board reviewed the Legal Department update as of July 2024. 
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AKC Insurance Program Overview 

Jade B. Whitehead, CPCU Senior Vice President; Lewis L. Scruggs Jr., CPCU, Senior Vice 

President; and Elliott D. Johnson, Senior Account Executive from McGriff Insurance Services, LLC, 

gave an overview of AKC’s Insurance Program.  

 

Cyber Security Update 

Keith Frazier, EVP of Business Support Services, and Tim Pursell, Director of IT, participated in  

this portion of the meeting.  

 

Based on a Board request, AKC Staff provided an update on the company’s cyber security 

program. This included an assessment of current threats and the status of operational controls  

that are in place to manage those threats. 

 

FINANCE 

Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, presented unaudited interim financial results as of June 30, 

2024. Net operating income for the six months ending June 30, 2024, is $2.5 million. Operating 

revenues are $47.8 million, excluding interest and dividends. Registration fees for litters and dogs 

total $17.8 million. Recording and event service fees, title recognition, and event application fees 

total $8.8 million. Advertising, Sponsorship, and Royalties total $9.8 million. Controllable expenses 

total $41.6 million. Non-controllable expenses are higher than budget by $268k. 

 

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE 

Mark Dunn, EVP Registration, and Seth Fera-Schanes, Director of Strategic Planning, participated 

in this portion of the meeting. Kassandra Pickel, Business Intelligence Manager, participated in this 

portion of the meeting via video conference.  

 

History and Evolution of Business Intelligence at AKC 

Kassandra Pickel presented a historical overview of the Business Intelligence Department, its 

evolution over time, and the work performed to provide data to the corporation, which helps to 

inform company planning and business decision-making.  

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Gina DiNardo, Executive Secretary, and Brandi Hunter Munden, Vice President of Public Relations 

and Communications, participated in this portion of the meeting. Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President of 

Sport Services; Sheila Goffe, Vice President of Government Relations; and Ashley Jacot, Director 

of Education, participated in this portion of the meeting via video conference. 

 

Bull Terrier Proposed Breed Standard Revision 

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by Mr. Hamblin, the Board VOTED (unanimously; 

absent Mr. Powers) to approve the proposed revisions to be Bull Terrier Breed Standard as 

submitted by the Bull Terrier Club of America, Inc. to be published for comment in the August 

Secretary’s Page of the AKC Gazette. 

 

Rhodesian Ridgeback Proposed Breed Standard Revision 

Following a motion by Ms. Fineburg, seconded by Mr. Hamblin, the Board VOTED (unanimously; 
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absent Mr. Powers) to approve the proposed revisions to the Rhodesian Ridgeback breed standard, 

as submitted by the Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United States, for publication for comment in 

the September Secretary’s Page of the AKC Gazette. 

  

Mudi Proposed Breed Standard Revision 

Following a motion by Dr. Battaglia, seconded by Mrs. Wallin, the Board VOTED (unanimously; 

absent Mr. Powers) to approve the proposed revisions to the Mudi breed standard, as submitted by 

the Mudi Club of America, for publication for comment in the September Secretary’s Page of the 

AKC Gazette. 

 

Bluetick Coonhound Stud Book 

The National Bluetick Coonhound Association Club has submitted a request to keep the Stud Book     

for the breed open. The Bluetick Coonhound Stud Book is scheduled to close on January 1, 2025. 

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  

 

Boerboel Stud Book 

The American Boerboel Club has submitted a request to keep the Stud Book for the breed open. 

The Boerboel Stud Book is scheduled to close on January 1, 2025. 

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  

 

2025 and 2026 Board and Delegate Meeting Dates Review 

In November 2023, the Board approved the 2025 Board meeting dates. At that time, the  

February meeting date was set to be the traditional second Monday and Tuesday of the month. 

The Westminster Kennel Club dog show will be held on the days that the meeting is currently 

scheduled, February 10-11, 2025. 

 

Following a motion by Mr. Hamblin, seconded by Ms. Fineburg, the Board VOTED (unanimously; 

absent Mr. Powers) to consider the matter at this meeting, waiving the normal notice procedures. 

 

Following a motion by Mr. Smyth, seconded by Dr. Garvin, the Board VOTED (unanimously; 

absent Mr. Powers) to change the February 2025 Board meeting dates to February 6th & 7th, 2025. 

 

Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, seconded by Dr. Garvin, the Board VOTED (unanimously; absent 

Mr. Powers) to set the 2026 Board and Delegates meeting dates.  

 

AKC Communications Q2 Report 

Brandi Hunter Munden presented the Communications Department Q2 report. 

 

Clips Evaluated in Q2: 6,502 (+9% from 5,946 in 2023). 

 

Highlights: 

• 6.23% increase in media relations and press coverage in Mandarin language and 

Spanish language publications (vs 4.12% in 2023). 
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• 15% increase in the media visibility of our Chief Veterinary Officer (vs. 11% in 2023). 

• Maintained a 95.41% positivity rating. (vs. 94.1% in 2023). 

• Increased McClatchy pick up (up to over 700 newspapers weekly) (on par with 2023). 

• 12 % increase media coverage of AKC Affiliates (AKC Reunite, AKC MoD, AKC Humane 

Fund and AKC CHF) (vs. 13.3% in 2023). 

 

COMMUNICATIONS/PR ACTIVITIES  

• Ongoing media pitching executed to key audiences with stories that speak to positive 

qualities of AKC purebreds and breeders. Distributed 17 press releases to appropriate 

media outlets.  

• Continued raising the visibility of the Chief Veterinary Officer as an expert in an increasing 

number of media requests.  

• Promoted all major AKC events and broadcasts on ESPN with press releases and media 

alerts.  

• Began work on AKC Meet the Breeds® New York, including drafting the return to Javits 

Center press release.  

• Started planning PR campaign for 140th anniversary.  

 

AKC Education Q2 2024 Review  

AKC Canine College  

In Quarter 2, the AKC Canine College (AKCCC) developed and published 10 new courses, adding 

47 modules to the catalog. The Learning Management System (LMS) now hosts 460 courses, 

totaling 1,082 modules. Between April 1 and June 30, 2024, over 6,000 active learners completed 

more than 11,000 tasks, and the AKCCC team responded to over 300 customer phone calls and 

emails.  

 

Breed-Specific Courses and Exams  

A total of 74 breed-specific courses are available on AKCCC. In Quarter 2, three courses were 

launched, four courses are under Parent Club and Judging Operations review, and two breed 

courses are under development. 

 

AKC Puppy Training Series  

The complete AKC Puppy Training Series program has launched on AKC Canine College. This 

flexible, home-based online program is ideal for new puppy owners. It covers everything from potty 

training to basic commands through 50 interactive video lessons. 

 

Breeder Development  

7 webinar sessions have been hosted, with 12 more currently planned.  

 

Public Education  

In Quarter 2, the AKC Public Education team worked collaboratively with the Sports Services 

Department to develop easy-to-use 4-H materials that encourage 4-H leaders to use products  

and services available through AKC. 
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Breeder Legacy Program 

Ashley Jacot updated the Board on AKC’s Breeder Legacy Interview program. Breeder Legacy 

interviews seek to record the knowledge of our most experienced breeders for both historical 

purposes and to provide quality, breed-specific education to current and future breeders. 

 

AKC Breeders of the Year and Breeders of the Year by Sport are the first breeders to be 

interviewed. AKC Parent Clubs will be consulted to nominate additional interviewees. 

 

Government Relations (GR) Update Second Quarter 2024 

Sheila Goffe highlighted numerous active priority legislation and administrative regulations in 

Congress and State Legislation.  

 

As of July 17, 2024, the AKC GR team has been monitoring more than 1,600 legislative bills that 

could impact responsible dog ownership, the health and wellbeing of dogs, the rights of dog 

owners, and/or the interests of the sport and the American Kennel Club.  

 

To date, AKC GR has published 165 legislative alerts delivered via geo-targeted emails to impacted 

constituents, the AKC GR legislative action center, and social media.  

 

A key area of legislative focus in the second quarter was the federal Farm Bill. 

 

AKC GR is monitoring more than 350 pending proposed regulations (administrative or implementing 

changes) to dog laws at the state and federal level.  

 

For the most up-to-date information on legislative issues, visit legislative/regulatory alerts and the 

legislative tracking tool on AKC GR’s Legislative Action Center, https://www.akcgr.org, or contact 

the AKC GR Department.  

 

MARKETING 

Kirsten Bahlke, Vice President of Marketing, participated in this portion of the meeting.  

 

Update on AKC Brand Awareness Campaign 

Leap Group, AKC’s Agency of Record, presented brand planning elements and ad campaign 

creative concepts for Board input.  

 

Q2 2024 Social Media Update 

Highlights of our social media coverage in Q2 2024 included our on-the-ground coverage of the 

Westminster Kennel Club show, breed education, ESPN broadcast coverage, National Purebred 

Dog Day, and responsible dog ownership advice.  

 

Q2 2024 TOTALS:  

Total: 5,311,321 followers  

3.8% total follower increase YOY  

 

 

https://www.akcgr.org/
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Marketing Incremental Funding Request 

Based on a Board request, Staff presented costs associated with an additional headcount in the 

Email and Social Media Departments to address the changing social landscape, traffic volume,  

and future brand awareness campaign needs.  

 

The Board VOTED not to approve the two requested positions but approved the funding of one.  

 

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by Mr. Hamblin, the Board VOTED (unanimously; 

absent Mr. Powers) to approve the funding for an unbudgeted headcount for the Email area of  

the Marketing Department. 

 

Updates on Organic Search Landscape  

The Board reviewed a memo on plans to promote and grow organic search traffic. 

 

AKC Shop Email & SMS Performance Mid-Year Review  

The Board was presented with metrics on AKC Shop and SMS performance. For the remainder of 

2024, the focus will be on increasing our subscriber base. Staff will be rolling out an SMS (texting) 

program for Registration initiatives, first focusing on customers who have abandoned their 

registration.  

 

The Board recessed at 5:22 p.m. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   

 

The Board Meeting reconvened on Tuesday, August 13, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. All Directors were 

present in the New York office except for Ms. Biddle, who participated via video conference. The 

Executive Secretary and CFO were also present. 

 

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE 

Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events; Mary Burch, Director of the AKC Family Dog Program; 

Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President of Sports Services; and Caroline Murphy, Director of 

Performance Events, participated in this portion of the meeting via video conference. 

 

FSS History and Prefix Performance Titles 

Staff recommended allowing Foundation Stock Services (FSS) breeds to obtain prefix titles in 

Performance Events. Currently, these breeds may only earn Performance Event suffix titles. This 

change would have the greatest application for the 15 FSS breeds allowed to participate in 

herding.  

 

There are two elements to the recommendation. (1) Modify the general practice to allow FSS 

breeds to earn prefix titles in Performance Events, and (2) To specifically allow FSS breeds in 

herding to earn the Herding Champion (HC) title. There are 15 FSS breeds allowed to participate 

in herding trials.  

 

Currently, FSS breeds are not allowed to obtain prefix titles in Performance Events until the breed 

becomes fully recognized. 
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This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  

 

AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy Title  

Currently, dogs that take an AKC S.T.A.R Puppy class and pass the AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy test 

receive an award certificate if the owner applies for it. This is not considered a title or listed on the 

dog’s record. Staff recommends providing the owner an option to apply for a title certificate, and the 

suffix title of STR will be added to the dog’s record. 

 

Dogs that have previously earned the S.T.A.R. Puppy certificate would be eligible for the S.T.A.R. 

Puppy title by applying and submitting the processing fee. 

 

If approved by the Board, the S.T.A.R. titling option would be offered starting January 15, 2025. 

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  

 

Saint Bernard – Draft Dog Titles 

The Saint Bernard Club of America (SBCA) has requested that their breed be eligible to apply for 

four additional types of drafting dog titles: Novice Draft Dog (NDD), Excellent Draft Dog (DDX), 

Team Novice Draft Dog (TNDD), and Team Excellent Draft Dog (TDDX). 

 

The Saint Bernard Club of America has developed and utilized its own drafting dog program. The 

Saint Bernard is currently eligible for a Draft Dog (DD) title and a Team Draft Dog (TDD) title 

under the Title Recognition Program. 

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  

 

CONFORMATION 

Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events; Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President  

of Sports Services; Tim Thomas, Vice President of Conformation; Glenn Lycan, Director of Event 

Operations Support; and Mark Desrosiers, Director of Event Programs, participated in this portion  

of the meeting via video conference. 

 

Dog Aggression - Rules Applying to Dog Shows, Chapter 11 Section 8-A 

The Board reviewed a recommendation from the Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee (DSRC)  

to revise Chapter 11, Section 8-A of The Rules Applying to Dog Shows, such that a dog shall be 

administratively disqualified by the American Kennel Club if, on three occasions, an Event 

Committee had filed a report with the American Kennel Club stating the committee determined the 

dog attacked a person or dog at an AKC event, presents a hazard to persons or other dogs, even  

if no injury resulted. 

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  

 

Show Territory 2006 Board Policy 

In 2006 the AKC Board approved a policy to clarify the intent of Chapter 2, Sections 3, 5 and 6 of 

the Rules Applying to Dog Shows as it was written at the time. In the years that followed, the three 
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sections have been removed or altered by the Delegate Body, making the 2006 policy obsolete and 

therefore the policy should be removed from the online Board Policy Manual.  

 

The Staff recommends removing the 2006 Show Territory Policy from the online Board Policy 

Manual. 

 

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, seconded by Mr. Tatro, the Board VOTED (unanimously) to 

consider the matter at this meeting, waiving the normal notice procedures. 

 

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED (unanimously) to 

remove the policy. 

 

Eligibility Requirements to Hold Future Dog Shows 

The Board reviewed a recommendation from the Junior Task Force, endorsed by the Sports 

Services and Event Operations Departments, to modify the Eligibility Requirements to Hold Future 

Dog Shows to add the offering of Junior Showcase Events, as an activity accredited toward a club’s 

compliance requirements to hold dog shows. Junior Showcase Events allow Juniors to compete in 

events for Juniors only in Obedience, Rally, Agility, or Junior Showmanship. 

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting. 

 

JUDGING OPERATIONS  

Tim Thomas, Vice President of Conformation, and Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events, 

participated in this portion of the meeting. 

 

Exhibiting Restriction for Sweepstakes and Futurity Judges 

At its May 2024 meeting, the board requested Staff review the current exhibiting restrictions for 

Futurity Judges and report back to the Board any recommendations to modify them to assist clubs 

in filling these assignments. 

 

Effective January 1, 2009, the exhibiting restriction for Sweepstake and Futurity judges was 

modified, prohibiting one from exhibiting at events within 200 miles of the day(s) they judge. The 

revised policy maintained the allowance to exhibit the day before and the day after the event they 

judged. The policy also defines when a Sweepstakes and/or Futurity is held as part of a multi-day 

specialty; the restriction ran the entire event length. 

 

Acting on a recommendation by Staff, the Board, at its February 2024 meeting, approved a 

modification to the exhibiting restriction for Sweepstakes and Futurity judges, whereas one may  

not exhibit the breed they judge the same day. Effective March 6, 2024, the revised policy permits 

Sweepstakes and Futurity judges to exhibit in any breed other than the one they judge on the day  

of their assignment. It did maintain the application of the restriction “to the day” as well as the entire 

length of the event when held as part of a multi-day show.  

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  
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Mandatory Ramp Examination – Spanish Water Dog  

The Spanish Water Dog Club of America (SWDCA) has requested that the Board of Directors 

mandate the use of a ramp for the examination of the Spanish Water Dog through all levels of 

Conformation competition. Currently, the Spanish Water Dog may be judged either on the ground or 

the ramp at the discretion of the judge. 

 

The Board requests that the SWDCA poll its membership on the question and provide the results to 

the Board before there is further consideration of its request. 

 

Staff will advise the Parent Club of the request.  

 

AKC Educational Requirements Policy Update 

Staff updated the Board on the progress of implementing the AKC Educational Requirements Policy 

and Recommendations adopted by the Board at its April 2024 meeting. 

 

On May 1, 2024, notice was sent to 2295 AKC-approved Junior Showmanship Judges informing 

them of the need to complete the Stewards of Children® course, which must be completed by the 

date of August 1, 2024. 

 

When this memorandum was submitted for inclusion in the August 2024 Board Book, 1,016 Junior 

Showmanship Judges had successfully completed the course. In addition, 33 individuals had 

resigned their Junior Showmanship privileges. 

 

COMPLIANCE  

Bri Tesarz, Director of Compliance, and Jessica Lopez, Compliance Manager, participated in this 

meeting portion via video conference. 

 

(Final Board Disciplinary actions are reported on the Secretary’s Page.) 

 

CLUBS 

Doug Ljungren, EVP, Sports & Events, Glenn Lycan, Director, Event Operations Support, and Lisa 

Cecin, Director of Club Relations participated in this portion of the meeting. 

 

REPORT ON MEMBER CLUB BYLAWS APPROVED IN JUNE AND JULY 

Des Moines Kennel Club, Polk County, IA (1935)  

Papillon Club of America (1935) 

 

REPORT ON NEWLY LICENSED CLUBS APPROVED IN JUNE AND JULY 

Colorado Portuguese Water Dog Club, greater Denver, CO (including communities in proximity to 

Interstate 25, north to Longmont, south to Highlands Ranch), 51 total households, 35 local.  

Flathead Lake Retriever Club, Ronan, MT (including St. Ignatius and Charlo), has 21 total 

households, 13 local.  

 

 

 



FINAL  AUGUST 12-13, 2024 

10  

Greater Fort Worth Samoyed Club, greater Fort Worth, TX, 25 total households, 22 local.  

Lake Norman Kennel Club, Mooresville, NC (including communities in Iredell, Cabarrus, Cleveland, 

Gaston, and Lincoln counties), has 42 total households, 26 local.  

 

Liberty Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Club, greater Philadelphia, PA (including communities 

northeast to Yardley/Levittown, west to East Berlin, north to Newton Township, south to the 

Delaware/Pennsylvania/New Jersey state lines), 29 total households, 14 local. 

 

CONSENT 

There was a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by Mr. Tatro, and it was VOTED (unanimously) to 

approve the following Consent items: 

 

Retriever Hunting Test Regulations – Six Clarifications 

The Board VOTED to allow six clarification changes to the Regulations & Guidelines for AKC 

Hunting Tests for Retrievers.  

 

1) Specify the hunt test application is required 3 months before the opening date. 

2) Clarify the exact point at which honoring begins when the working dog is sent for a marked 

retrieve.  

3) Clarify judges can call the next dog to the line by saying the word “dog”.  

4) Clarify the blind must be clearly marked by a conspicuous object.  

5) Clarify inspection of birds is required by a judge when the damage to a bird is suspected 

due to a hard mouth or unusual situation.  

6) Specify for a senior test; blinds shall not be run between marks unless they are run first.  

 

The changes are effective October 1, 2024. 

 

Regulations & Guidelines for AKC Hunting Tests for Retrievers.  

Chapter 1. General Regulations 

 

Section 3. Making Application. A licensed or member club that meets all the requirements of the 

American Kennel Club and wishes to hold a Hunting Test at which Qualifying scores toward titles 

may be awarded, must make application to The American Kennel Club on the official event 

application form provided or by using the AKC online event plan system for permission to hold a 

Hunting Test. This includes the judges panel which is part of the event application and is not to be 

thought of as separate. If the club is not a member of The American Kennel Club, it shall pay a 

license fee for the privilege of holding such event, the amount of which shall be determined by the 

Board of Directors of The American Kennel Club. Completed applications for AKC licensed and 

member club Retriever Hunting Tests must be received at least three (3) months prior to the closing 

opening date. This is to allow adequate time for processing and for the host club to prepare 

advertising in their premium list of all event details in advance of the event. Clubs applying to host a 

retriever hunting test are to submit their event application directly to AKC for processing to avoid 

delays or late fees. 
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Section 15. Premium Lists. The following information shall be included in the premium list for a 

licensed or member club Hunting Test: name of club, location and date, names and city/ state 

addresses of officers, time judging will commence, entry fees, Tests offered, names and city/state 

addresses of Judges together with their specific assignments, name, complete address and 

telephone number of Hunting Test Secretary, date and time of opening and closing of entries and 

drawing of entries, and the official AKC entry form. Premium lists shall also specify type or types  

of birds to be used. Premium lists shall conform to the official size of from 51 ⁄2" x 81 ⁄2" to 6"x 9".  

 

Premium lists shall also contain the name and city, state address of the Hunting Test Committee 

Chairman and the names of the Hunting Test Committee members.  

 

Before the Premium list is printed, a Judges Panel, containing the names and city, state addresses 

of the Judges and their assignments, must be submitted to AKC: Attention, Performance Events at 

least three months prior to the closing opening date of the event. Fines may be imposed for late 

submission of the Judges Panel which is considered to be part of the event application.  

 

Chapter 3. Instructions to Judges and Hunting Test Committees  

 

Section 6. Honoring. In Senior and Master Tests, every dog shall honor in at least one hunting 

situation involving the retrieve of a marked fall(s) by remaining on the line off-lead while the working 

dog retrieves, unless otherwise directed or until dismissed by the Judges is sent for a marked 

retrieve.  

 

Section 10. Send to Retrieve. Dogs shall be sent to retrieve by handlers only when released by 

the Judges, who shall then score each retrieve accordingly. Judges shall call the number of the dog 

ordered to retrieve or say “dog” rather than the name of the handler of the dog.  

 

Chapter 5. Test Requirements for Junior, Senior, and Master Hunting Tests  

Part I – Hunting Test Planning, Mechanics, and Setup 

Planning Hunting Situations.  

On blind retrieves, wherever possible, the Judges shall plan their hunting situations taking 

advantage of hazards, such as islands, decoys, points of land, sandbars, ditches, hedges,  

small bushes, adjacent heavy cover, and rolling terrain. The blind must be clearly marked with a 

conspicuous object. Despite such natural distractions, it shall be possible for a dog to find a  

well-planned blind-retrieve on the initial line from its handler; that it will do so is highly improbable 

because of those natural hazards, so it must be handled to the blind. The hunting situation should 

be planned so that the dog should be in sight continuously. A blind retrieve is a test of Trainability 

(control, response). A dog that is out of sight for a considerable period cannot be said to be under 

control. Utilizing natural hazards provides a better opportunity to evaluate the abilities required of a 

superb Retriever.  

 

Judges’ Responsibilities. 

(4) Every bird retrieved and delivered to the handler and suspected of damage due to hard mouth 

or unusual situations shall be inspected by one of the Judges. Failure to inspect retrieved birds 

must be cataloged as carelessness and as an undesirable practice. It is unfair to the dog whose 
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abilities are being evaluated — not only in respect to the question of “hard-mouth,” but more 

particularly, since it may furnish the explanation for a slow pick-up or some other oddity in the  

dog’s pick-up. Any unusual condition of a bird shall be brought to the attention of the Judges. 

 

Chapter 5. Test Requirements for Junior, Senior and Master Hunting Tests 

Section 6. Senior Hunting Test. Dogs shall be tested in a minimum of four hunting situations that 

shall include one land blind, one water blind (that may be run as a double blind on land and water), 

one double land mark, and one double water mark. There shall be at least one diversion shot and at 

least one of the hunting situations shall include a walk-up. In Senior tests, a double mark is defined 

as two marks presented before the dog is sent to retrieve. Blinds shall not be run between marks in 

Senior Hunting Tests unless they are run first. 

  

Tripod Dog Pilot Program for Obedience & Rally Non-Jumping Classes 

At the May 2023 Board meeting, the Board approved an 18-month pilot program to allow three-

legged dogs (tripods) to participate in the non-jumping classes in Rally and Obedience. The pilot 

program became effective July 1, 2023, and expires at the end of 2024. The Board VOTED to 

extend the pilot program through June 30, 2025  

 

Specialty Show Event Application Fee  

The Board VOTED to modify the event application fee for specialty shows to make it consistent with 

the other sports that use the “30 or less entries” application fee structure. Previously, there was no 

application fee for specialty shows when the entry was 30 or less at the previous year’s corresponding 

event. For Rally, Obedience, and Agility events where the entry was 30 or less at the previous year’s 

corresponding event, the application fee is $25. The application fee for specialty shows where the entry 

is 30 or less at the previous year’s corresponding event will be $25.      

 

This is a change to policy and will become effective for events held after July 2, 2025. 

 

Miniature American Shepherd Stud Book 

The Miniature American Shepherd Club of the USA submitted a request to keep the Stud Book 

Open for the Breed beyond January 1, 2025. The Board VOTED that the Miniature American 

Shepherd Stud Book will be closed on January 1, 2025. 

 

Parent Club Designation for Large Munsterlander 

The Large Munsterlander Association of America requests to be designated as the Parent Club for 

the Breed, allowing it to hold FSS Open Shows. The board voted to approve this request.  

 

Delegates Approved  

Robert Lamm 

To represent Bearded Collie Club of America  

Published June 2024, July 2024 

  

Desmond J. Murphy 

To represent Los Encinos Kennel Club  

Published July 2024, August 2024 
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Karen L. Smith 

To represent Great Western Terrier Association of Southern California  

Published July 2024, August 2024 

 

Jefferson Sossamon 

To represent Columbia Missouri Kennel Club  

Published June 2024, July 2024 

  

Cynthia J. Weight-Carter 

To represent Miniature American Shepherd Club of the USA 

Published June 2024, July 2024 

  

Berna Hart Welch 

To represent Putnam Kennel Club  

Published January 2024, February 2024 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

Conformation Judges Recertification Exam 

Dr. Battaglia asked the Board to create a committee of the Board to review the Recertification 

Exam. 

 

Ms. Biddle moved, seconded by Mr. Tatro, to create a committee to review the Recertification Exam 

and, if necessary, make changes to it. The Board VOTED to approve this motion (Dr. Garvin was 

opposed). The Board members on the Committee are Dr. Battaglia, Chair, Ms. Biddle, and Mr. 

Smyth. Staff Committee members are Tim Thomas, Vice President of Conformation and Ashley 

Jacot, Director of Education. 

 

Process for Conformation Judges to Appeal Judging Department Decisions 

Staff was asked to provide a memo outlining the current process for a Judge applying for breeds to 

appeal the determination of the Judges Department.  

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  

 

Conformation Judges who Self-Limit to 150 entries per Day 

Dr. Davies asked the Staff to create a list of the Conformation Judges who have self-limited their 

judging assignments to 150 dogs per day. The list will be placed on the landing page of the Judges 

section of AKC.org.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss business matters. Nothing was reported out of this 

Session. 
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It was VOTED to adjourn on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, at 12:20 p.m. Eastern Time. 

 

 

Adjourned 

Attest:   

Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary 

 


